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QVER-THE-TOP OFFERATIONS BY SCLOULED ATR CARRIERS

hit the prasent time Part 61 of the Civil Air Fegulations provides
that scheduied air carvier aircia™ may not fly lower than the pere
tinent minimm en route alititude for ithe routec being traversed Then on
an instrument flight »lar, The Alministrator nas not excreised the
authority delegated to him to =steblish lower ovar-the-top minimm en
route altitudes than those specifi.< by him for regular instrument
operaticns since e cornsiders tiat the establishment and publiecation
of more than oné minirum sn route a.titude for a2 varticular route or
route segment would tend to cause confusion,

As a consequence, and realizing that some provision should be
made for relaxing of the rules govorning cver-the-top operations by
scheduled air carriers without the necezsity of publishing additional
altitudes for such opsrations, the Board by this amendment wild allow
over~the -top [light below the minimum en roite altitude, provided cere~
tain econditions ars complicd with. Such operaticns mey be conducied
by day only, with a minimm of 1,030 feet of vertical cleararce from
higher and lower cloud lay rs, the cloud layers must be venerally uniform
and level, and flight visivility must pe at least Ilve wilese, In aaci-
tion, the base of any higher cloud cover must De at liesast 1,000 feet
above the rinimum sn route altitude for the route or route segh nte

An amendrent is also made to 8 61l.271 with resroct to altitude
maintenance on initial an.oroach to cover the situation ereated by an
over-the=top approach below cstablished minimum en route altitude,

Interested persons have been afforded an ovportunity to partici-
nate in the making of this amendment, and due consideration has been
given to all relevant ma*tter orassnbed, Since this anendment imposes
no additional burdsn on aty serson, 1t may be iade effective without
prior notice,

In congideration of the foregoing the Civil leromautics Board
herzby amends Part A1 of the Civil iir ﬁofuﬂatlons (1L CFR, Part &1,
as amended) effective immediatelys:



" 2o
l, By arending the first paragr-ph of § 61,261 to rsad as follow::

61,261 Flight 2ltitude rules, Except during take=cff and landine,
the T oht a:tituade rales rreccriond in naraprarhe {a) and (b) of this
sectior, in addition to the ~pplicsble provisicns of 8§ 60.17, shetl
govaern air carricr opoerations: Provided, That other alt’tados mey be
estabtlisaed by the Administratof'?f?'iny route or portion thercef
where ne Tinds, after considering t.g character of tne terrain biing
travuersed, thae quaiity and quantity f meteorsleogieal services, the
navigaticonal faecilities avallable, and other flignt canditﬁons, that
trz safe cenduet of flignt sersdts or rejulres sech otheor oititudes,
Contrary orovisiong hwrein notis: tiastanding, adhercnec to a rdndmum
IFR =itituds Hlll not bz roguidmed during the time a flight is crococd-
ing ir. accoriance with parazraph {e) of this sceticn,

2, Ly amending the $itle of paragraph 61,261 (b) to read as

folicus:

(p) Nignht ¥FR or IFR ~verations (1ncl*u1ﬂg ov. r-tho=ton).

3. By adding a new paracraph (¢) to § €1.281 to road as icllows:

{c) Dayiire cvor-the-top oneraticns bolow eindipum =n route
i 2 : NS cetod ab flight altitud
situdes, Ovsr-tho-top Crp-Taticng ruy ues condvcted at flight altitudes
ToWor tnan the mindmum <n route IFR altitudes by doy only and in accord-
ence with the following provisions:

(1) Such znerations shall be conducted at “onst 2,000
feat above the top of lower Brcoken or ovorgast cloud cov ry
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e tcp of the lover cloud ©over §.4ll be ginerally

light visibility shall be at lcast 5 ndles;
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ne bazse of any “_gqcr proken or cvorcast cloud
generasly wiform and _evel and shall be 2t ieast 1,000

cover shell o=
e windmm =n rizte ITR aitiiude for the rout: s,grx.n'{:.

feet above
e 3y avending 8§ 51,271 %o rcad as follows:

1a271 Altit:de mainternance on initial aonroach,

(2} When making an initial aprroach o a radio navigaticn-1
facility u~der IFR (excluding ov r-the-top conducicd in aceordance with
the provicions of § 61,241 {c}), an aiveraft shali not descond bolow
the pertlnent miniram alzituede Irr initial appreach sucelficd by tue
Adninistrator for such facility until arrivel over the redis freility
has been definitely =s5tablis ed;
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{b) When making an initisz) approzch on a flight boing cone
duetzd in accordauce with the provisisas of 8 61.261(c), an aircraft
snall not commence an instrument apnroach until arrival cver the radio
facility has definitely been cstablishede In exccuting an insirument
aprroach procedurc under such eircumstauces, tho aircraft soall not
be flowm at an altitude lowcr than 1,000 feet above the top of the
lower cloud er the vinimm 2ltitude snecified by the administrator
for taet portion of the iastrumer® anproach procedure being floun,
whilchever is the lovor.

(Scea 205 (a), 52 State 9945 L9 U.5.C. 425 (a). Intorpret or apply
secs. 601, 60L, 52 Stat, 1007, LO0L3; L9 UJ5.C. 551, 55L; 62 Stat,1216)
Br the Civil icrongutics Boards
/a/ ¥, C, Mulligsn
Me C, Mulligan

Secratary
(SEAL)
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